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operating for over 27 years and still going strong



ABOUT US
ODEEP is a family-centred, community-based, early

childhood intervention service for young children with

disabilities or delays in their development, and their

families who live in the local government areas of

Orange, Cabonne and Blayney. ODEEP provides a

range of services and programs, working with

families of children from birth to 8 years.



OUR MISSION
ODEEP provides specialist 

services and supports which 

aim to build the capacity  

and   capabilities of young 

children with a disability 

and/or developmental delay, 

their family and their 

community. 

 

OUR VISION
 

ODEEP's vision is that all 

young children with 

disabilities and/or 

developmental delays and 

their families are fully 

included in the 

community. 
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VALUES



 

Early Childhood Intervention is the process of providing specialised support and 

services for infants and young children who have developmental delays or 

disabilities and their families in order to promote development, well-being and 

community participation. 

Key features of support include promoting skill development and building the 

capacity of local communities to respond to the needs of young children with a 

disability and their families.  

Early Childhood Intervention aims to: 

Provide parents/carers with the knowledge, skills and supports to meet the 

developmental and emotional needs of their child 

Work in partnership with families to optimize their child’s development and 

ability to participate in family and community life 

Build the capacity of families and the community to be inclusive of children with 

a disability 

 



WHO CAN BENEFIT 
Families may need to access ODEEP if their child has a combination of 2 or more of the 

following: 

difficulty developing the skills they need to play, move, talk, eat, learn and socialise. 

speech and/or language delay 

behaviour difficulties 

complications associated with being a premature baby 

an identifiable syndrome or condition such as Autism Spectrum Disorder, Cerebral Palsy or 

Down Syndrome 

sensory issues 



 

ODEEP has obtained certification that our  organisation  complies with the NSW

Disability Service Standards in providing Early Childhood Intervention Services 

 

ODEEP is a provider of Allied Health Therapy Services through Medicare 

 

ODEEP is certified to provide services under the Helping Children with Autism and 

Betterstart FAHCSIA funding programs 

 

Adopting necessary changes to be NDIS ready 

 

We are a not-for-profit registered charity 

 

Staff continually participate in training opportunities to ensure they have the most 

relevant and up-to-date skills in their field 

 

MORE ABOUT ODEEP



  

With the National Disability Insurance Scheme 

(NDIS) rolling out in the Central Western 

region  from July 2017, ODEEP has been busily 

preparing to be NDIS ready and is looking 

forward to continuing to work with existing 

families and meeting new families.  ODEEP will 

be ready to assist families with all matters 

relating to the NDIS. 

WHAT DOES THE NDIS MEAN 
FOR ODEEP 



Supporting 
families through 

being a provider of 
  



Robyn - Manager

Sharlene - Early 
Childhood 

 intervention assistant

Stephanie - Office Manager

Kelly - educator & 
Practice Leader

Kylie - assistant manager &
family support worker

OUR TEAM



Judy - Educator

Rebecca - Speech Pathologist

Dianne - Physiotherapist

Lisa - Marketing Coordinator

Megan - educator



Greta Speech Pathologist

Emma - Speech Pathologist

Nicole - Speech Pathologist
Sarah - Occupational Therapist

Ros- Parents as teachers 
 Facilitator



154 children and young people have received services and 

supports from ODEEP since November 2015. 

Orange: 117 children 

Cabonne: 19 children 

Blayney: 18 children 

The highest number of referrals came directly from parents 

followed by Early Childhood Education and Care Centres. 

The majority of families come to ODEEP without any formal 

diagnosis and staff work with the families to access diagnostic 

pathways where appropriate. 



2016 OVERVIEW
In addition to the key worker sessions, groups, therapy, education and family support programs

provided we have added the following 2 new programs this year: 

My Time- funded by the Federal government and targets family to family support. The group runs for

36 weeks a year. The family support worker facilities the parent group and the Early Childhood

Intervention Assistant facilitates the children’s activities so that the parents can be free to have their

own time to meet and talk. 

Parents as Teachers (PAT) is an evidence based parenting education and support program which ran

in Orange for many years from Bowen school and closed 6 years ago. ODEEP has contracted and

retrained PAT facilitator Ros Bensch to re-establish the group at ODEEP. It commenced in July 2016

and is starting with babies under 12 months. The difference with this program is that it is not a

specialist disability program but a universal program for all the community. It is funded by fundraising

and while not strictly in our specialist mission, it is an early identification and community engagement

strategy. 

Therapy Plus program -We commenced offering some school aged therapy services for children in

the 6-8 years age bracket. Most of this continues to be funded from the government with a small

amount of fee for service where families pay. There is room for further development in these

programs. 



Out of Home Care - ODEEP has established a good partnership with the Out of Home Care team at 

the Aboriginal Medical Service and are providing fee for service therapy and education services to 

children in out of home care who do not necessarily meet the ODEEP criteria for enrolment, or who 

need more than we can provide with our ADHC funding. This work is increasingly starting to represent 

a significant income stream and we believe there is more potential for growth in this work 

 

Transition to school - Throughout the year ODEEP staff have been busy supporting Kindergarten 

children, their families and schools within the Orange, Cabonne and Blayney areas. This support 

includes practical ideas and strategies to ensure that the children are included in all aspects of the 

curriculum and school activities. ODEEP continued to provide a “Transition to School Process” for all 

families who have children going off to Kindergarten in 2017. The process assisted in ensuring that all 

children and their families have access to a range of schooling options as well as a smooth transition 

to Kindergarten. We continue to build relationships and partnerships with the schools in the Orange, 

Cabonne and Blayney areas.  



Staff training - Providing professional development is a growing part of ODEEP’s business. 

We have presented to early childhood educators, school support staff, TAFE students &Family 

Day Care workers.  

Some examples include: 

Social Thinking program 

Autism training to school teachers and earl childhood teachers, 

Use of visuals to a preschool staff meeting 

How to raise concerns about a child’s development with families 

 

Staff at ODEEP regularly participate in professional development which better equips them to 

meet the needs of the families and children. This includes professional reading, online training, 

webinars and face to face workshops. 

The following list shows some examples of the range of professional development 

accessed by ODEEP staff this year: 

Sequential Oral Sensory Feeding program, Relaxed Kids, More Than Words, Inclusion, 

Building Connections Webinar series, Key Worker, Trauma informed practice, 

First Aid & Social Thinking  



 

Networking - ODEEP continues to value collaboration with other professionals and organisations, and 

has participated in the Early Childhood Intervention Coordination group, the Orange Interagency 

group, the Disability Support group, the Early Years Educational Leaders group and discipline specific 

Allied Health networks. 

Robyn has continued on the Board of Early Childhood Intervention Australia NSW Chapter. 

 

Student placements -We have hosted and supervised 2 final year teaching students I the past 12 

months. 

 

Preparation for the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

We now know that the NDIS will commence in our area in July 2017. In preparation for this ODEEP 

has been undertaking a number of activities in the past 12 months to prepare: 

• aligning our model of service delivery and programs offered with those identified on the NDIS website 

for early childhood intervention,

• working to understand our true costs and tailoring our services accordingly, 

• introducing a customer relations management system (CRMS), 

• developing alternate funding streams such as fee for service options, 

• developing service options for school aged children and young people, 

• attending training and information forums about the NDIS and networking with other disability 

services, 

• Investigating a range of additional services, including non-disability services which may be offered in 

the future. 



VOLUNTEERS 
 

ODEEP recognises and acknowledges how important and 

special our volunteers are. They all bring with them a wealth of 

knowledge, experience, friendship  and dedication to the 

families of ODEEP.            

They are Invaluable to our service 

A special mention to our 2016 volunteer Marg Brown 

 

  



BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
ODEEP Board  of Management meetings are held on the 4th 

Wednesday of each month.  Please call ODEEP if you are interested in 

nominating for a Board position – 63614093.  The Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) is held in October. 

  

2016/2017 Board 
President - Rosalie Neville     
Vice President - Peter Roan 

Treasurer – Glenda Bell
Secretary & Public Officer - Jennifer Collens 

General Committee – Anne Hopwood  
Christine Hannus



2015/2016 INCOME

HOW WE ARE FUNDED



A BIG 
THANK YOU TO ALL 
OUR SUPPORTERS 

Rotary Club of Orange Daybreak 
Roan Financial 

Orange Ex-Services Club Lady Golfers 
Duntryleague Lady Golfers 

Manildra Group 
Orange Business Chamber 

Orange City Council 
Orange Garden Club 
Lions Club of Orange 

Pilates Movement & Therapy Studio 
Emu’s Rugby Club 

Capital Harley Davidson 
Heifer Station Wines 

Various other individuals and local businesses 
 



MAKING A DONATION 
 

ODEEP relies heavily on the generous donations we receive 

from individuals, businesses and community groups  to assist 

in bridging the gap between funding and  actual program 

running costs 

 

Please call us on 02 63614093 or email admin@odeep.com.au if 
you would like to find out how to make a donation



THE FUTURE
As is always the case at ODEEP, the past 12 months has been full of action, 

change and growth. In this case there is a lot more change than has 

previously been experienced at ODEEP. The majority of families 

overwhelmingly indicate high satisfaction levels with the services and 

supports they are able to access through ODEEP. Interestingly, families 

repeatedly highlight the importance to them of feeling welcomed and secure 

at ODEEP, that they can come to a place where they are not judged and 

people understand and they appreciate our flexibility and the one stop shop 

nature of our service. 

The pathway to the NDIS and ODEEP’s role in this is becoming clearer for 

families of young children and the NDIS has responded to the need  to 

design it differently than for adults and provide for a soft entry approach to 

the system for this group of families. 

Staff constantly go the “extra mile” to build strong relationships with families 

to support them and their children. This is a challenging and interesting time 

to be working in early childhood intervention and ODEEP staff are doing their 

best to embrace the changes with an open mind and a positive attitude.  


